


BELFAST 
“A WALK THROUGH TIME” 

 

1. First Belfast School Master’s House, School’s 2nd location & Belfast Museum 
a. School Master’s House:  Built in 1877, the year before Belfast School opened to the 

rear of the dwelling in February 1878.  The school moved to its current site in 1938 
however the Schoolmasters house continued to provide accommodation to school 
staƯ until 1972. 

 

 

 



b. First School in Belfast built 1878 

 
 

b. Belfast Museum: Built in 1985 by Lewis McFadden.  This contains a collection of 
memorabilia dear to the residents of Belfast and those who have raised their families 
here. 
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2. Tysons Corner Shop – 1923-1940.  Photographed is Bill Williams outside the Tyson Corner 
Shop with a milk can in front where he would ladle the milk out into the jugs residents 
would put out for it.   

 
Tyson Family lived at 59 RadcliƯe Road, Belfast.  Image taken early 1900 
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3. War Memorial:  Sheldon Park.  The memorial was erected by Silvester and Co. who designed 
a tapered stone pillar constructed from brown Glentunnel stone mounted on a concrete base 
with three steps. This was unveiled on 5 June 1921. The unveiling ceremony was attended by 
several hundred individuals including veterans and members of the Belfast Boy Scouts. As E. 
J. Wotton unveiled the memorial, the Last Post was performed by the bugle band of the 
Christchurch Cadets.  
 
There are seven plaques in total dedicated to the memory of the servicemen from the Belfast, 
Styx and Ouruhia Districts who gave their lives in the Great War 1914–1918 and in World War 
II 1939-1945. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

World War 1 returned soldiers: 
Back Row:  Charlie Potten, Ted Englefield, Jim Carringrton, Unknown Tim Kay; - Anderson. 

Middle row:  Chris Arps; Percy Brown, Urie Anderson; Ernie Rudkin, Alex Rogers. 
Front Row: George Anderson, Sam Wilson, Unknown. 

 
 

A place where Anzac Day service is held annually “Lest we forget”. 
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4. Belfast Motor Garage: 1920’s photo is the exterior of Cannon & Son Belfast Motor Garage on 

Main North Road.  Source: www.canterburystories.nz collection.  
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5. Heslington Store: Opened in 1891, it is believed to have also served as a telegraph oƯice 

and telephone bureau. The entire block of 43 hectares from Main North Road, Johns Road 
and included Sefton & Lagan Street was named Heslington.  The photo taken in the 1900’s 
if of the Heslington General Store with the Heslington family standing outside.  Source:  
Dennis A Hills in memory of his late wife Helen. 

 

 

 



 
The site was where the Shell service station was later built in the 1990’s on the corner of Main 
North Rd and Johns Road, photos were taken on 7 October 1996 by Stephen Goodenough.  
The station was held up at gunpoint which unphased the night attendant Mike King   The 
service station rebranded to Shell “Select” and the Burger King was added in 2002, then 
rebranded to “Z” in the 2020’s. 
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6. Devonvale Dairy:  Established in 1908 it was owned and operated by brothers Andrew and 
James Johns and at one stage there were nearly 200 cows on the farm and they had a milk 
round in Merivale area of 600 gallons.  Source: Star 28 July 1977.  The Belfast Museum has on 
display one of the original branded milk bottled from Devonvale Dairy. 

 
Not only was Belfast known for its Freezing Works & Soap Factory but also its Dairy 
processing factory.  
 
The factory was located on Johns Road just west of 2 Johns Road (corner of Johns & Main 
North Rd). It is unclear when the factory was built we assume it was in the early 1900’s and 
was demolished in the 1980’s to make way for the apple orchard (now Belfast Village area). 
 
According to the memoirs of Trevor Mundy “I know the John’s family Devonvale, they 
supplied the city with milk, and they used to have milk deliveries. They were the first ones, I 
believe, in New Zealand to pasteurize milk, so that it would keep, because there was no 
refrigeration or anything like that in those days.” 
 
If you happen to pop into the Unichem Belfast Pharmacy at 8/812 Main North Rd check out 
the historic photos just behind the counter.  

 
 
 

 



Devonvale Dairy Trust accident 1947 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Can you find the Devonvale Dairy Bottle in our Museum? 
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7. Pepperell’s Emporium:  Photos taken approx. 1902 with Florence Pepperell standing 
outside.  The store sold a variety of goods including tobacco.  Source:  
www.canterburystories.nz    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Later a balcony was formerly added to the premises and it was renamed Pepperells Creameries 
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8. Brown Bros. Four Square Store:  Corner Main North Rd and Richill St, established in 1882 by 
Mr William E Brown who was a native of Lancashire, England.  He arrived in New Zealand with 
his wife in 1879 and after Mr Brown passed away in 1891, Mrs Annie Brown continued the 
business which included a complete stock of groceries, iron monger, glassware and they did 
the largest general store trade in Belfast. 
 
Our Belfast Museum hosts the 1918-1920 Order and Accounting Book used by Brown Bro’s 
Grocery store.  
 
The Browns supermarket in Belfast, Christchurch called Brown Bros, opened in 1967.  It was 
a partnership between Ken Brown and his cousin Eric.  A series of photos shows a side of 
lamb for $2.99, a full leg for $1.80, and loin chops for 45c a pound. 

 
 

 



 

 



Can you find the 1918 – 1920 Order and Accounting Book used by Brown Bros Grocery Store: 
Donated by Mr Eric Brown. 
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9. E White Bootmakers.  Built in 1911 by Mr Earnest White who served his apprenticeship with 
Du Fee bootmakers in Christchurch.  A clock was set in the window with the clear message 
“No Tick Here” meaning that there was no Credit available to customers – a cash only 
business. 
 

Can you find the clock in our museum? 
 

 
 
 
 
In 1992 the building was moved to Ferrymead and added to the historic collection.   
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10. St David’s Anglican Church.  The church, designed in 1902, and oƯicially opened in 1903, replaced 
an earlier structure built in c1855. The church has significance as the site of one of the city’s earliest 
places of worship; as a site of Anglican worship in the present church for over a century, as a fine early Arts 
and Crafts church, and one of the few churches designed by prominent architect Samuel Hurst Seager.  

 

 



 

Can you find the church organ played by Frank Miller for 67 years in our Museum? 
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10. The Peg Tavern: Originally called the Belfast Bridge Inn photographed in the 1870’s with 
owner Mr Samuel Treleaven serving a customer.  It is named “The Peg” due to its location 
being 7 miles from the Christchurch Central Post OƯice.   
A Full history in a book in the Rangiora Public Library called:  The seven mile peg:  the history 
of Robert & Margaret Wilson and their descendants. 
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12. CFM (Canterbury Frozen Meat) Works & Engine House.  Completed in 1883, it was the first 
to export meat from Canterbury. The Belfast Freezing Works has further significance because 
it’s the first works the engineer Frank Coxon was involved in from the beginning. Coxon was 
involved as early as site selection and, subsequently, worked on the design of many freezing 
works. It appears that JC Maddison was the architect of the works at Belfast. 

 
In December 1888 a fire at the works put the freezers out of action. In order to continue 
production the well-known hulk, the Edwin Fox, was fitted out as a freezer, and hastily towed 
from Dunedin to Lyttelton to freeze the output from Belfast until the freezers at the works 
could be replaced. 
 
In the late 20th Century the plant belonged to the Primary Producers Cooperative Society, 
who became Silver Fern Farms. 
 
The community is currently investigating the heritage aspects of the original Engine House on 
the property with a view to its preservation long term. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Can you find the wooden boot that workers would wear in the factory – in our museum?

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 

 



BELFAST 
“A WALK THROUGH TIME” 

 
13.   Jones Bakers:  Photographed in 1917, from left to right is Arnold Jones, Ted Harding and 

Algie Jones. 
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14. Belfast Railway Station. Opened in 1872 to 1986 it was reopened for passengers from 

September 1976 to December 1979.  A stunning building with well manicured gardens that 
were attended to the master of the Station, Norm Chapple who kept them at an award 
winning standard.  The building has subsequently been demolished. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

In the Snow in 1978 
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15. Zealandia Soap & Candel Works.  Estimated to be established in the 1900’s this soap works 
was a business that utilised the “by product” i.e. animal fat from the meat works.  On 13 
March 1938 there was a large fire onsite that was fuelled by the large vats of animal fat with 
flames up to 100 feet hight.  It was quite spectacular causing a stream of cars and cycles up 
Main North Road to spectate.  The entire factory was gutted causing thousands of pounds 
worth of damage. 
 

Can you find the Zealandia Soap in our museum? 
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16. Kaputone Wool Scour. In 1903, the Kaputone Wool Scouring Company—part of the growing 

frozen meat industry in Belfast—employed around 70 workers. Wool was processed and air-
dried by spreading it across nearby paddocks before being bundled and loaded onto trains 
for export. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Life at Kaputone wasn’t all work. There were moments for community and celebration too. 
One such occasion was the Wool Workers' Picnic held on 4 February 1913, where 
families gathered for a day of sports and festivities. The event’s results were even 
published in the Lyttelton Times. Among the winners was a Halligan, who took first place in 
the 200 yards (182 metres) Visitors’ Race. 
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17. Brick Villa. This was Mr Anderson's House, who was an engineer for the Canterbury Frozen 
Meat Company. Anderson may have developed new techniques for freezing in 1906, and may 
have been a pioneer of vacuum freezing. The house may have been designed by Samuel 
Hurst Seager - a well-known Christchurch architect. The house is a good example of a square 
plan villa. 

(Source: Belfast Area Plan Technical paper on Cultural Heritage, May 2005). 
The sign on the property advised that the house is to be renovated - timing unknown. It is 
currently not listed as a Heritage building however it was recommended to "Research with a 
view to add it to the Heritage List" in 2005 
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1. Thomas Borthwick Freezing Works.  Thomas Borthwick was a butcher from Edinburgh. In 
1872 he invested his savings in chartering one of the new ships that had refrigerated holds 
and sailed to New Zealand. At that time, all the meat that was imported to the UK from New 
Zealand was transported pickled in brine. Upon his arrival in New Zealand, Borthwick bought 
mutton and lamb for a knock-down price, filled the refrigerated hold with the meat, and set 
sail for home. During the return voyage, the refrigeration broke down and the meat perished 
and had to be thrown overboard. The ship turned around and returned to New Zealand where 
another cargo of meat was loaded into the now repaired refrigerated hold. On returning to the 
UK, Borthwick made a large profit on the fresh frozen meat. This was the start of Borthwick's 
company which he went on to develop into a large meat wholesale and distributing business. 
 
In 1892 Thomas Borthwick moved his company to London. In 1895 his sons became partners 
in the company, which took the name Thomas Borthwick & Sons Ltd. in 1904. The company 
went on to establish freezing works in New Zealand and Australia. Branch oƯices were 
established in Christchurch, Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane. Borthwicks also had several 
ranches in New Zealand and Australia and practically controlled the trade from the livestock 
market in Australia to Britain. 
 
Today Thomas Borthwick & Sons Ltd. continues in Australia as a leading meat processing 
company which exports its products worldwide.  
Source: https://cosgb.blogspot.com/2012/06/thomas-borthwick-sons-ltd.html 
Photo dated 1934 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



The Meat Works – Rugby Rivalry 
There would be an annual rugby match between Thomas Borthwick & Sons and C.F.M. 
Freezing Works in Belfast.  The Anniversary match, dated 1973 is recalled by Kevin Isherwood 
stating “Coincidentally, the same year I started working on the Slaughterboard at T.B.& Sons, 
and here's the Kicker .... Ironically I'm still working at the old C.F.M. works, now Silver Fern 
Farms, across the road from the long closed, 2010, T.B.&S site.  
 
The two Works amalgamated in the 1974/5 season, the Canterbury site just doing 
Lamb/Mutton and Belfast doing Beef and Pigs, where before, both sites had done all three 
species.” 
 

 
 

Can you find the Tug of War Shield in our Museum? 
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19 Spring Grove:   William Nichols, born in England in 1851, made his way to New Zealand 
aboard the Warspirit in 1863. In 1877, he started his journey in the wool trade in Belfast, 
eventually taking over the wool scouring business and renaming it Kaputone Works—a 
building that still stands on Station Road today. 

In 1875, William married Sarah Sheldon Dixon and built a beautiful home called Spring 
Grove, once a sprawling 100-acre farm. But his legacy didn’t stop there. After Sarah passed 
away in 1911, William generously donated 8 acres of his land for a public park, now known 
as Sheldon Park—named in honor of his beloved wife. 
 
William Nichols passed away in 1920 at the age of 70, but his generosity and contributions 
continue to enrich our community.  

 

 



 

 

 

William Nichols 



EXTRA FOR EXPERTS:  Care of Les McFadden (2026) 

Belfast – Historical Places, Businesses and Landmarks 

1. Pentlands – C.S. (Cecil) Donald Racing Stables and Track 

The area now known as Pentlands was once the site of the very well-known C.S. (Cecil) Donald 
Racing Stables and Track. The property extended to the boundary of Thompsons Road. 

2. Drapery Stores – Main North Road 

Between Donegal Street and Belfast Road, beside Pepperell's Emporium, were two drapery stores: 

• Scane's Drapery. 

• Halligan's Drapery, situated on the corner of Cassidy Avenue. 

3. Halligan Bros Coal & Wood Yard 

Located on the north side of the corner of Main North Road and Belfast Road. 

4. Presbyterian Church 

Located on Main North Road, two properties north of Elim Church. 

5. Elim Church – Former Rugby Club Rooms and Country Club Cabaret 

The building now occupied by Elim Church was originally used as the Belfast Rugby Club Rooms and 
was also associated with the Country Club Cabaret. 

6. Bacon Factory 

A bacon factory operated between Elim Church and the Presbyterian Church, situated behind a 
residential house. 

7. Johns Family Homestead 

The large house on the opposite corner of Main North Road was the Johns family homestead. 

8. Belfast Police Station and Lock-up 

The Belfast Police Station was situated on the south side of Donegal Street, opposite the corner of 
Tyrone Street. A lock-up (jail) room was located behind the station. 

9. Belfast Town Hall and Library 

The former Belfast Town Hall and Library stood on the site now occupied by the Salvation Army 
housing units on Tyrone Street. 

10. Belfast Post Office 

Located on the north side of the corner of Main North Road and Third Street. 

11. Belfast RSA and Orange Hall 

The Belfast RSA was situated on Darroch Street, with the Orange Hall opposite, approximately 
halfway down the street. 

12. Belfast Foulmongery 

Located on Station Road, between the Kaputone Wool Scour and the Zealandia Soap & Candle 
Works.  



Key to Street Names – over time. 

 

North Road – now Main North Road 

Wilson’s Road – now Darroch St 

Bedford Street – now Richill St 

York Street – now Third Street. 

Howard Street – now Tyrone Rd 

Flemming street – now Lagan St. 

Browns Groceries – Cnr Main North Rd & Richill St (after the grocery store it was a 
supermarket and now the Belfast Centre). 

Creamery on Lagan St and another on Main North Rd. 

Bakery was on the corner of Third and Tyrone. 


